people for dinner.”
But today even the lschoolhouses have disappeared.

““When the schools were donsolidated, children were sent to - ~

Belle Center,’”” Mrs. Allen said. This meant an end to the

e

e

time,”’ Branson said. ‘‘But I can remember when there were
tumbled down remnants of three or four houses.

A few homes have been added to Henpeck in recent years, .
and Branson fears that hamlet and New Jerusalem *‘will

two-story, brick school which was constructed in 1914, com™<_ come together someday and be one sprawling metropolitan

plete with inside plumbing and a furnace. area.”
““We used to hold our grange meeting there; s Z(R; )t;“o " According to the tales of oldtimers, the growing hamlet
300 people attending on Monday nights,”” she said. ‘‘People -— — was named ‘‘when a wagon passing down the road lost two

don’t enjoy themselves today like we did then. Often we’d

or three ears of corn, and several chickens began pecking at

bring our own food and dance until one or two in tle=—— them. A man who happened to be walking by saw the inci-

morning.”’ i

The grange also offered ‘‘dinners, plays and ice cream
socials,”’ she said. | :

Jakeway was born too Jate to attend the New Richland
school, but he was able tqd ride the ‘‘great big wooden box
which was supposed to be|a school bus,’’ he said.

“It was made of creaking wood and sounded like it was
going to fall apart. Benches ran down the center and sides,
and the exhaust pipe was used to heat it,”’ he said.

Although the businesses and schools are gone now, the
village’s older residents can still look forward to the sound
of horses’ hoofbeats echoing from the tree-lined streets on
peaceful Sunday mornings, as a little of New Richland’s
heritage lives on in the old fashioned ways of the area’s most
recent residents, the Amish. This article reprinted from The Ex-
aminer was written by Erika Fiske. November 15, 1977.
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Three longtime residents of New Jerusalem, Robert D. Branson,
left, and Mr. and Mrs. Lowell F. Brown, stand before the New
Salem Lutheran church, located on State Route 540, just east of the
village. (Examiner Staff Photo)

New Jerusalem Illusive

New Jerusalem, once a ‘‘center of considerable commerce
and industry in Logan County,”’ still exists, according to a
resident there, Robert D. Branson.

"In fact, Branson will glddly point out the corporation
limits of that illusive village and its suburbs, Henpeck and
Jerico, in the scenic area of State Route 540 and County
Road 5.

Trying to find the villages without the help of an old-timer'
can be frustrating. New Jerusalem and Henpeck are com-

.Posed of only a few homes and one business, Wayward
Winds Greenhouse, while Jerico ‘“‘has been completely
obliterated for 50 years. It was a ghost town before my

dent and named the town Henpeck,’’ he said.

Tales aside, an 1880 history book of. Logan county
describes the scenery around New Jerusalem as ““most strik-
ing,”’ and on the drive from that village towards West
Mansfield, near the New Salem church, a view of ‘‘the
whole eastern side of the county seems to be unveiled before
the bewildered eye.”’

Among the township’s points of interest, the book fists
Jerusalem Falls, located on what was then the farm of
Abraham Elliott, south of Jerusalem and West Mansfield
turnpike. The falls are still visited by many people today.

Some early farmers included Frederick Brinser, William
Dunlap, William Easton, Joseph Ely, Sr., Ira Gwynn, J. M.
Lance, who also taught school and performed carpentry,
Joseph A. Miller and Jacob Slonecker, a cabinet-maker as
well.

The present area residents, including Mr. and Mrs. Lowell
F. Brown, Robert D. Branson and Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Amerine, recalled that the town originally was a Penn-
sylvania Dutch settlement, with pioneers, arriving from
Berks and Lancaster counties in Pennsylvania around 1840.
Michael Unangst was one of the first to settle there.

Other early settlers included John G. Parkison, who resid-
ed in the northern part of the township around 1816, and
Col. Simon Kenton, one of the first white settlers of the
neighborhood, who in the early 1800’s, made his home in
the woods niear what would later be the Benneville Haas
homestead.

Col. Kenton was an Indian fighter and was forced to “‘run
the gauntlet’’ at Indian settlements between southern Ohio
and Wapakoneta, finally escaping in Zanesfield. '

Benneville Haas became postmaster in 1877 and operated
a small store in New Jerusalem, according to ‘“The Harpel

Pictured above is the building that housed the New Jerusalem
grocery store during the hamlet’s early days. This building serves as
a residence today. (Examiner Staff Photo) .






